Chapter 23a-Sentence Syntax

normal word order

In Hebrew, normal word order for a verbal
sentence is verb-subject-object (vso)
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(And) God remembered Noah .(Gen 8:1).
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(And) Joseph dreamed a dream (Gen 37:5).
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(And) Moses called to all Israel (Ex 24:16).

Basics of Biblical Hebrew
© Gary D. Pratico and Miles V. Van Pelt



Chapter 23b-Sentence Syntax

syntax of the verb

In the syntax of the verbal sentence, the verb is
normally at the beginning, in first position.
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(And) a new king arose over Egypt (Ex 1:8).
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| trust in the steadfast love of God forever and ever
(Ps 52:10 [English 52:8]).
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Sing to Yahweh a new song (Ps 96:1).
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Chapter 23c-Sentence Syntax

syntax of the verb

The verb may also be preceded by an adverb of time, an adverbial phrase,
11377 (behold), a temporal modifier (>3] or 117117), an expression that provides
context or circumstantial information, an independent personal pronoun
for emphasis or a negative particle.
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Now | know that Yahweh is greater
than all gods (Ex 18:11).
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After these things, the word of Yahweh
came (was) to Abram (Gen 15:1).
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And behold, our fathers have fallen
by the sword (2 Chr 29:9).
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When they were in the field, Cain rose up against
Abel his brother and he killed him (Gen 4:8).

MR 737778 07 IM0INToN
Do not trust in deceptive words (Jer 7:4).
D°372 N7 227N 0K

And you will be to me a kingdom

of priests (Ex 19:6).
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Chapter 23d-Sentence Syntax

syntax of the subject

In the syntax of the verbal sentence, the verb is
normally followed immediately by its subject if
one is specified.
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The serpent said to the woman (Gen 3:4).
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The glory of Yahweh dwelt upon Mount Sinai
(Ex 24:16).

The verb may be preceded by its subject to
emphasize that subject, though there are other
reasons for this type of variation.

TY) Q¥ Tow T
Yahweh will reign forever and ever (Ex 15:18).

QOPRA™IR 7Y AW
And Moses went up to God (Ex 19:3).

11 1Y 0 XD 1)
And Noah found favor in the
eyes of Yahweh (Gen 6:8).
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Chapter 23e-Sentence Syntax

syntax of the object

1. The indirect object is usually marked with the preposition
‘? (to, for) or "7§ (to, for) and may precede or follow the
direct object (if any).

PINTTNR D27 )T 10370 YT
| know that Yahweh has given to you the land
(Josh 2:9).

2. A direct object (if any) will frequently stand after the
verb or its subject. It may precede or follow an indirect
object.

PR DX DO0WT IR 077N K72
God created the heavens and
the earth (Gen 1:1).

3. The verb may be preceded by its object to emphasize
that object, though there are other reasons for this syntax.

Yahweh your God you shall fear (Deut 10:20).
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Chapter 23f-Sentence Syntax

conditional sentences

A conditional sentence consists of two clauses. The
first clause states the condition and is called the protasis
(“if-clause™). The second clause states the consequence
of the condition and is called the apodosis (*“then-

clause”). The protasis will often begin with X (if) but
it may also begin with ®3, 177 or WWN followed by a
Perfect, Imperfect or Participle.
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Barak said to her, “If you will go with me, then | will
go; but if you will not go with me, (then) I will not go”

(Judg 4:8).
Condition (Protasis) Consequence (Apodosis)
“if (aX) you will go” “then I will go”

“put if (OR) you will not go”  “(then) I will not go”
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Chapter 23g-Sentence Syntax

adverbs

Adverbs are generally divided into four categories:
adverbs of time (then, now), place (here, there), degree
(very, extremely) and manner (swiftly, gently).

1. Adverbs of Time.
ARy (now)

ARR Q178 X770 "AYT 70y
Now I know that you fear God (Gen 22:12).

2. Adverbs of Place.
QW (there)

9% WX QTINI™NN alvj DW’1

And he placed there the man whom he had
formed (Gen 2:8).

3. Adverbs of Degree.
T°R0 (continually)
MR TR 1Y
I\/Iy eyes are contlnually on the Lord (Ps 25:15).

4. Adverbs of Manner.
OXNS (suddenly)

OXNB YUY DIPRR XN

And Joshua came upon them suddenly
(Josh 10:9).
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Chapter 23h-Sentence Syntax

disjunctive waw

A disjunctive Waw is prefixed to a non-verbal form and is non-
sequential, that is, it introduces some kind of break or interruption in
the narrative. There are four basic uses.

1. Parenthetical. The disjunctive clause may interrupt the narrative
flow in order to provide some explanatory information.
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Now they did not know that Joseph was understandlng them
because there was an interpreter between them (Gen 42:23).

2. Circumstantial. The disjunctive clause may introduce or identify
circumstantial information that relates to the main action of the
narrative.
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(And) one day, he went into the house to do his work and none of
the household servants were there in the house (Gen 39:11).

3. Contrastive. The disjunctive Waw may introduce a contrastive idea
and is often translated as “but.”
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The Lord looked favorably on Abel and his offering but on Cain
and his offering he did not look favorably (Gen 4:4b-5a).

4. Introductory. The disjunctive Waw may begin a new narrative or
introduce a new idea or theme within a narrative.
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Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the creatures that the
Lord God had made (Gen 3:1).
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