Chapter 21a

Qal Infinitive Absolute
Introduction

The Infinitive Absolute is not inflected for person,
gender or number and so there is only one form
to memorize. This form is easy to identify and
varies little with weak verbal roots.

Infinitive Absolute
Strong Verb

270p

1. The vowel pattern of the strong verb also
occurs in most weak verb types.

2. Frequently, the Holem Waw stem vowel is
written defectively as Holem. (70P).

3. Unlike the Infinitive Construct, the Infinitive
Absolute does not occur with prepositional
prefixes or pronominal suffixes.
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Chapter 21b

Qal Infinitive Absolute
weak verbs

Qal Perfect Infinitive

3ms Absolute
-Guttural | 9200 pikh
I-Guttural N2y Wﬁly
X ek 210
I-Guttural 2K 293
l1-Guttural plie! 'ﬁﬂ;
- naw mow
-y Al abali7
11-X NX° NﬁX’T
-3 plok 2181
-0 v S_Jﬁ'f"T
Geminate minle 3139
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Chapter 21c

Qal Infinitive Absolute
I11-/7 and biconsonantal verbs

Verbal Root Infinitive Absolute
AWy o Ay o Sy
MY o Y or AN
AR o AR or XD
O 0 e 7

Verbal Root Infinitive Absolute
X2 o X2 o X3
o o oiw
2w o ip
Ny oo nin
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Chapter 21d

Qal Infinitive Absolute
parsing

The Infinitive Absolute form is not inflected for
person, gender or number. When parsing you
are required to identify only stem, conjugation
and lexical form.

-ﬂ‘?a Qal Infinitive Absolute -I]?a
ﬂﬁ?ﬂ Qal Infinitive Absolute nan
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Chapter 21e

Qal Infinitive Absolute
usage

. Emphatic. The Infinitive Absolute can precede or follow
a Perfect or Imperfect verbal form of the same root in
order to emphasize the verbal meaning.

nyan Nin
you (2ms) will certainly die (2 Kgs 1:16)

. Imperatival. The Infinitive Absolute can stand by itself
and function as an Imperative.

naws i nR Ny
Observe the sabbath da);! (Deut 5:12)

. Contemporaneous Action. Two Infinitive Absolutes can
be used together with a Perfect or Imperfect verb to
express two verbal actions occurring simultaneously.

798 71277 720

(literally) and he walked, walking and eating;
(idiomatically) and he walked, eating as he went (Judg 14:9)

. Complementary. The Infinitive Absolute can comple-
ment the main verb of a sentence and carry the temporal
value of that main verb.

A7Y0T9D 0°12K2 INR 099
All of the congregation shall stone ﬁim with stones (Num 15:35).

Basics of Biblical Hebrew
© Gary D. Pratico and Miles V. Van Pelt



Chapter 21f

Qal Infinitive Absolute
the particle 2’

Hebrew can express the existence of someone or something by

using the particle W (") which translates either “(there)
IS” or “(there) are.”

770 U

“there is a ki'nQ” or “a king is”

710 QipRa MY ¥ 1aR
Surely the Lord |s in thls place (Gen 28:16).

WZ may also be used to express possession when followed
by the preposition 5 (to).

mpn 77w

Literally: There is to me hope.
Idiomatically: | have hope (Ruth 1:12).

gh ikl ey

Literally: Is there to you a brother?
Idiomatically: Do you have a brother? (Gen 43:7)
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Chapter 21g
Qal Infinitive Absolute
the particle °N

Hebrew may express the non-existence or absence of someone

or something by using the particle 7°X (1’X) which translates
either “(there) is not” or “(there) are not.”

7122 ADPTPR
Joseph was not in the cistern (Gen 37:29).
PIN2 DR NPT
(And) there is no knowledge of God in the land (Hos 4:1).

1’N can appear with pronominal suffixes as in 13?& (3ms

or 1cp) and DX (3mp) or it may be used to negate a

verbless clause or sentences with Participles used
predicatively.

MM~NR QX7 DI
They do not fear the Lord (2 Kgs 17:34).
Q2R 1R 1292 923 T8N
(The) fool says in his heart, “There is no God” (Ps 53:2
[English 53:1]).
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