Chapter 20a

Qal Infinitive Construct
basic form

The Infinitive Construct is not inflected for person,
gender or number. There is one basic form and,
therefore, no paradigm to memorize. The vowel
pattern is consistent for all strong verbs and even
for most weak verbs. Note that the basic form of
the Qal Infinitive Construct is identical to the Qal

Imperative 2ms (‘7!9?).

Infinitive Construct
Strong Verb

0P
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Strong

I-Gutt

B

11-Gutt

-1

"-Y

11-X

Chapter 20Db

Qal Infinitive Construct
examples with weak verbs

Imperative Infinitive

Infinitive

2ms Construct Translation
ST DT toremember
ATV 2V toabandon

X MR tosay
M2 M2 tochoose

HI?W UbW to send

y 7_3!27 3_:'m;7‘ to hear

R KW@ tocall
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Chapter 20c

Qal Infinitive Construct

111-/7 verbs: spelling

The Infinitive Construct form of Il11-57 verbs ends

in N1. Remember that Imperfect forms end in 7
(except in those forms with sufformatives) and

that Imperative forms end in 7_(2ms).

Summary of I11-77 Verbal Endings

Imperfect
Imperative

Infinitive
Construct
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Ending Example Translation
a1 he will build
d. 143 you (2ms) build!
N N2 tobuild, building



Chapter 20d

Qal Infinitive Construct
111-/7 verbs: examples

Verbal Infinitive
Root Construct Translation

712 N3 tobuild, building
792 NID3 toweep, weeping
77V NI%Y  togoup, going up
13y ﬂﬁ]g to answer, answering
VY NIWY  todo, doing

100 NI tobe, being

ﬂ?}j Nﬁ Nj to see, seeing
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Chapter 20e
Qal Infinitive Construct

-] verbs
Verbal Infinitive  Alternate
Root Construct Form

with 1 with N

Yok yol nyo
v YN Ny
vo1 Y nyv
N3 Rl nRw (nxi)

W N

N1 1n: nn
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Chapter 20f
Qal Infinitive Construct

1-> verbs
Verbal Infinitive
Root Construct
i naw
) Ny
2 N7
LRk nTY
v nyy
'Y NRY
727 na?
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Chapter 20g

Qal Infinitive Construct
biconsonantal verbs

Verbal Infinitive
Root Construct
mili7 mbli7
nan nan
N2 R332
7ak! 7ak!
A& T
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Chapter 20h

Qal Infinitive Construct
with suffixes and prefixes

The Infinitive Construct can take pronominal suf-
fixes that function as either the subject or object
of the verbal idea.

9up
“his killing” or “Killing him”

The inseparable prepositions 3, 3 and '7 may be
prefixed to the Infinitive Construct with a range
of uses and translation values.

9919 mlali7k

in order to remember while observing

Both pronominal suffixes and prepositional pre-
fixes can occur with the Infinitive Construct.

>

when he hears/heard

Qal Infinitive Construct of YW with
preposition D and 3ms pronominal suffix.
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Chapter 20i

Qal Infinitive Construct
negation

The negative particles XY and 525 are not used to
negate the Infinitive Construct. Rather, it is negat-

ed with ’D?Zj or "1'1535 meaning “not” or “in
order not.”

0R N737

“In order not to kill”
or
“not to kill”
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Chapter 20j

Qal Infinitive Construct
five commmon uses

1. With ‘7 to express purpose, intention or result.
NiRT? @Y NYT? 2% 207 M1 101X
mI3 0PI 7Y YRuh o)

But Yahweh has not given to you a heart to know or eyes
to see or ears to hear until this day (Deut 29:3 [English 29:4]).

2.  With ]7 to denote an action about to take place (inceptive).
112°NR UAYT N7ORVITNR MR

And he took the knife (in order)
to slaughter his son (Gen 22:10).

3. Withor Wi'[hOU'[]? as a verbal noun.

M2 NITA7 230
It is good to praise Yahweh (Ps 92:2).

4. Withor Without‘? to explain, clarify or complement a preceding action
or statement (complementary).

And you shall observe the commandments of Yahweh
your God by walking in his ways (Deut 8:6).

5. With 2 or 3 in a temporal clause with or without pronominal suffixes.

NI PIRD PRI W AN
When (while) Israel dwelt in that land ... (Gen 35:22).
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