Chapter 18a - Qal Imperative

Introduction

Volitional Conjugations

The term *“volitional” describes those
conjugations used, as a general rule,
to express some type of command,
wish or desire.

Imperative

2nd person volitional conjugation

Cohortative

1st person volitional conjugation

Jussive

3rd person volitional conjugation
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Chapter 18b - Qal Imperative

strong verb paradigm

Imperative  Sufformative Translation

2ms 0P (you) kill!
2fs up > (you) kill!
2mp 120p 3 (you) kill!
2fp 11707 7k (you) kill!
g oerrr];e “ Prgl%?%ggt}ve I Si?ﬁive

2ms | PopR o Ywplm o Qup

2fs | OQUpR o 0P il

O

n
n

2mp| WLRR o WVRIN o 19WR
n

2fp | MPVpR o MPLpIn o mITLp
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Chapter 18c - Qal Imperative

“lengthened” 2ms imperative

Lexical Regular  Lengthened

Form Imperative Imperative Translation

ol 0P 1702 you (2ms) kill!
RlAl Y 7MY you (2ms) observe!
VoY el VY you (2ms) judge!
jal ynw OYRY  you (2ms) listen!

The vowel in the first syllable of a lengthened
Imperative like H?DP is Qamets Hatuf

It may also appear with Hireq as in HSJ?JW
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Chapter 18d - Qal Imperative
the particle Xl

Imperatives (along with the other volitional
conjugations) may be followed by the

particle NJ which can be translated as
“please” or simply left untranslated.

N1 Y
XY

“observe!” or
“please observe!”
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Chapter 18e - Qal Imperative

weak verbs: part 1

I-Guttural I1-Guttural

2ms PIon O P11 man o 02
2fs | R o ORI nan oo na
2mp | W@ o0 PN MmN o N2
2p |TPIMD 0 WP |00 o 303

I-X Type 1 I-X Type 2
2ms|  TORA o OR MRA o MR
2fs | "ORD 0 "ION MRA 0 TR
2mp| MORA o IMON MRR o MR
2fp | MITORA 0 AIMOR | MINARA o AIMDR
H1-TT/Y 111-X
2ms|  T2URN nov NX7R NX7

O O
2fs | MPUR o MY | OR¥AR C
2mp| WMWA o MY WXPR 0 IRYN
2fp | MITWD 0 MTY | A¥RR o
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Chapter 18f - Qal Imperative

weak verbs: part 2

1H-47 Geminate
2ms | M12R o A2 /N o 20
2fs 120 O 12 1A 0 2D
2mp | MAN O 13 \oR o 12
2p |APRD 0 PR | APIOD o M0

I-] Type 1 I-] Type 2
2ms 75n o 9Bl YON o e
s | °79R o 99 'WOR o YD
2mp | 195R o 1981 WOR o WD
2fp | MI7BA o mI7Bl 7IYeN o MWD

I-> Type 1 I-> Type 2
2ms WA o mlir R o 7]
2fs AWn o "W W o WY
2mp | WD o W Wrn o WA
2p | TIWA o ARV [AWTR o MY
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Chapter 18g - Qal Imperative

biconsonantal verbs

2ms
2fs
2mp
2fp

2ms
2fs
2mp
2fp

bl apiin
2pn o o yn o o
WPR o0 W | wn 0w
WPR o MP win o
PR oo e | Arpwn

X132
Xiap o Xi3
Riap o ORi3
Wiap o i3
7IRI2N
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Chapter 18h - Qal Imperative

2ms
2fs
2mp
2fp

2ms
2fs
2mp
2fp

2ms
2fs
2mp
2fp

iIrregular/doubly weak verbs

103 (to give) ﬂ|?‘2 (to take)
R o 0 Mg o 1P
apn o AR meh o oo R
“WAA o N MpR o P
R o a0 AI0pn o AR
7217 (to walk) 1117 (to be)
TR oo 2 MR o M
=k I s

VR o 1Y PR o PO
MmN 0 WYy | e

ﬂ’?y (to go up) 101 (to extend)
oY o AW aOR o Tl
YR o %Y vn o vl
VYA o Y WA o ]
WYY o ArRY | Aren o Ay
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Chapter 18I - Qal Cohortative

the basics

The Cohortative occurs only in the first person,
singular and plural. It is constructed by adding

1_ to a first person form of the Imperfect.

This final /7 _ is the diagnostic indicator of the
Cohortative conjugation.

Imperfect Cohortative

JORR + T, = T7URN

op1 + A, = T7UR:

:Iﬂjjﬂ njDWN May | observe your law.

Let me observe your law.

ﬂ"j; HDWDJ Let us make (cut) a covenant.

May we make (cut) a covenant.
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Chapter 18j - Qal Jussive

the basics

The Jussive conjugation occurs primarily in
the third person, singular and plural. With
strong verbs, the form of the Jussive is the
same as its corresponding Imperfect form. For
example, 212 may be translated as either “he
will write” or “let him write.” The presence

of the particle X1 will suggest the Jussive
translation.

MMTNR 7707 X172

Let the klng remember Yahweh
(2 Sam 14:11)

7°1°27 212 M UBYY
May Yahweh judge between me and between yOou.
(Gen 16:5)

77287 M7 120

May Yahweh forglve your servant .
(2 Kgs 5:18)
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Chapter 18k - Qal Jussive

“short” forms

Short jussive forms occur only in the singular
and only with selected types of weak verbs,
especially I11-7 weak verbs.

Perfect Imperfect Jussive (short)
132 he built 11137 he will build ]g>|et him build
mgﬁz he made ﬂwyz he will make wy?let him make
n?y he went up ﬂbyz he will go up 773_7;>Iet him go up

ﬂ}}j he saw ﬂxﬁ’ he will see Nj?let him see

M 127N 12°)
And let him bUIld the house of Yahweh (Ezra 1:3).

SR 570 QOO INRN
And God said, “let there be Ilght” (Gen 1:3).
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Chapter 18l - Qal Jussive

and Cohortative
negation

Jussive and Cohortative verbs are negated with 5}5.
This construction expresses a negative wish or a mild-
er form of prohibition than that expressed by XY

plus the Imperfect. The particle X] is sometimes at-
tached to '7?_{ with Maqqef (N;"??_I). In most instances,
you do not need to translate the particle XJ.

1TANI RI7ON

Do not let us perlsh
(Jonah 1:14)

772¥2 TOR MK

Do not let your anger burn against your servant .
(Gen 44:18)
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Chapter 18m - Qal Imperative,

Cohortative and Jussive
verbal sequences

1. Multiple Imperative verbs may occur in succession.
Context will determine whether or not they are
related consequentially or sequentially.

TARTNR 72P7 7Y
Go up and bury your father (Gen 50: 6).

2. An Imperative verb may be followed by a Perfect
verb with Waw Conversive. The Perfect verb may
carry the full force of the preceding Imperative.

PT2YTOR AR 77

Go and say to my servant (2 Sam 7:5).

3. An Imperative may be followed by an Imperfect or
Cohortative, a construction that will create a purpose
or result clause. The Imperfect will be marked with

the conjunction 1 and is translated as “so that.”

M1 QR 177N2Y AT

Go down there and buy graln for us from
there so that we might live (Gen 42:2).
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