Chapter 17a - Waw Conversive
Introduction

Converted verbal forms are
used primarily to denote
sequences of consecutive

actions, either in the past,

present or future.
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Chapter 17b - Waw Conversive
basic form with imperfect

Qal Imperfect without Qal Imperfect with
Waw Conversive Waw Conversive
plalv7g nlal7gd
he will observe and he observed
el 2
he will remember and he remembered

Imperfect with
Waw Conversive

plolrid
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Chapter 17c - Waw Conversive
Imperfect strong verb paradigm

Imperfect with Waw Conversive

3ms plolrid and he killed
3fs 20pm and she killed
2ms '7'19?3;1] and you killed
2fs Rrielril and you killed
1cs 20P) and | killed
3mp 12077 and they killed
3fp 117090, and they killed
2mp ﬂ'?pgm and you Killed
2fp 117090 and you killed
1cp ‘719?3] and we killed
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Chapter 17d - Waw Conversive
waw conversive and regular waw

Qal Imperfect with  Qal Imperfect with

Waw Conversive Regular Waw
3ms 20P7 201 and he will kill
3fs ploria) 20PN and she will kill
2ms ploria) 20PN and you will kill
2fs grderish *2upPNY  and you will kill
lcs 20PK) P0PRY  and 1 will kil
3mp 1207 120P%)  and they will kill

3fp | ma7opm MITLRPNY  and they will kill
2mp 120pM 20PN and you will kill

2fp | MPupR1 MIPYPNY  and you will kill

lcp 20P0 20P1)  and we will kill
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Chapter 17e - Waw Conversive
use of converted imperfect

1. A past tense narrative sequence may begin with a Perfect
verb followed by any number of converted Imperfect
verbs.

TR2™NR 'f?m 0m ‘Iﬂt{f& AI07NR Y72 QTR

TT T @

And Adam knew Eve his wife, and then she
conceived, and then she bore Cain (Gen 4:1).

2. A past tense narrative sequence may begin with the
temporal modifier 7”1 followed by Imperfect verbs with
Waw Conversive.

132 PN D°F7R 57271 DX N 0K )

And after the death of Abraham
God blessed Isaac his son (Gen 25:11).

3. A past tense narrative sequence may begin with the
converted Imperfect itself.

TV 2IRD VIR T 7270 AWRTIR RPN

And he called to Moses and Yahweh spoke to him
from the tent of meeting (Lev 1:1).
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Chapter 17f - Waw Conversive
changes in spelling

With I-X verbs like 772X and some I- verbs (including
153) the stem vowel changes to Seghol.

XY hewillsay 0 XD and he said
AW’ hewilldwell ©  2W3 and he dwelt
72° he will go 0 15? and he went

Biconsonantal and Il1-57 verbs are “shortened” in

converted Imperfect forms without a sufformative
(except the 1cs). With Biconsonantal verbs, the medial

vowel letter is lost. With I11-77 verbs, the final /7 drops
off.

0327 he will rise up O DE? and he rose up
0w he will set 0 DW and he set
732 hewillbuild 0 723 and he built

ﬂﬂ’ he will reveal O 53? and he revealed

Basics of Biblical Hebrew
© Gary D. Pratico and Miles V. Van Pelt



Chapter 17g - Waw Conversive
basic form with perfect

Qal Perfect without Qal Perfect with

Waw Conversive Waw Conversive
Y Y
he observed and he will observe
2 20
he remembered and he will remember

Perfect with
Waw Conversive

0P
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Chapter 17h - Waw Conversive
perfect strong verb paradigm

Perfect with Waw Conversive

3ms 2027 and he will kill
3fs abierd and she will kill
2ms oldelrd and you will kill
2fs olrdelrd and you will kill
1cs gokdelry and | will kill
3cp 120p and they will kill
2mp algldelrd and you will kill
2fp ialrdelrg and you will kill
1cp hiplolry and we will kill
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Chapter 171 - Waw Conversive
use of converted perfect

. The future tense narrative sequence may begin with an
Imperfect verb followed by any number of converted
Perfect verbs.

NIRRT °WY) TP D) NYY

Six days you will labor and (you will) do
all your work (Deut 5:13).

. The temporal modifier 7°71 may mark the beginning of
a future tense narrative sequence.

7X7? NPT "N13Y) XT3 DY T

And in that day | will break the
bow of Israel (Hos 1.5).

. The converted Perfect will frequently follow an
Imperative verb and carry the full force of the initial
Imperative.

T2TINR W INP) A 0 WY T
MM™37 BT §K)
Stand (Imperative) in the gate of Yahweh’s house and

(you will) proclaim there this word and (you will) say,
“Hear the word of Yahweh” (Jer 7:2).
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Chapter 17) - Waw Conversive
parsing

The parsing of converted verbal forms is just like the parsing
of regular Perfect or Imperfect verbs except that you must
identify the presence of the Waw Conversive.

MW Qal Imperfect 3ms AW with Waw Conversive

127) Qal Perfect 3ms 127 with Waw Conversive
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