Chapter 13a - Qal Perfect: Strong
Introduction

The Qal Stem

Qal verbs are active in voice with the simple or unnuanced type of
action. The simple action of the Qal stem is further divided into
transitive, intransitive and stative.

1. Transitive. Transitive verbs may take a direct object. In the example
“the prophet wrote the book,” the word “book” is the direct object of
the verb “wrote” because it receives the verbal action.

2. Intransitive. Intransitive verbs cannot take a direct object. In the
example “the king perished in the battle,” the verb “perished” cannot
take a direct object. Other examples of intransitive verbs include “to
live,” “to die” and “to fast.”

3. Stative. Stative verbs are used to describe a state of being. In the
example, “the priest is old,” the verbal construction “is old” describes
the state or condition of the subject (the priest). In English, a stative
(or state-of-being) idea is expressed with a form of the verb “to be”
(is) and an adjective (old). In Hebrew, a stative idea is expressed
through various verbs themselves, such as 723 (to be heavy) and jop
(to be small). Most stative verbs are considered to be intransitive
because they cannot take a direct object.

The Perfect Conjugation

The Perfect conjugation is used to express a completed action or state of
being. It must be emphasized that the Hebrew Perfect does not have
tense (time of action) apart from context and issues of syntax. Rather,
it signifies aspect (type of action). The Perfect aspect designates a
verbal action with its conclusion envisioned in the mind of the speaker
or writer. To state it differently, the Perfect aspect denotes completed
action, whether in the past, present or future.
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Chapter 13b - Qal Perfect: Strong
gal perfect paradigm

Sufformative Perfect Translation

3ms 0P hekilled
3fs i 720p  shekilled
2ms n 1]‘7@? you killed
2fs n A?VP  you killed
1cs ’n MPVR  Ikilled

—

3cp 120p  they killed
2mp | @R OAPYR  youkilled
2fp 1n 1N70P  youkilled

1cp 1 WP wekilled
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Chapter 13c - Qal Perfect: Strong

3ms

3fs

2ms

2fs

1cs

3cp

2mp

2fp

1cp

other strong verbs

2 WA WY vap
to dwvell to remember  to write to keep to gather
gl 121 an Y r3ap
W< PR mps Ty T
= /AR i ) S o) ey n¥ap
mw;  mRr o mn M nEap
/AR =) S = - 121 A o S
ﬂ:ﬂ;f'( ﬂ'\?K 431:'15 ﬁ?:JW X3P
DQW DO Drand oWy DIEap
L2274 =I S =T =1 A i =
ghm}i7g ghin o) SR himFglo WY IR
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Chapter 13d - Qal Perfect: Strong

verbal roots ending in Nand 1

when a verbal root ending in N receives a sufformative
beginning with N, the two identical consonants become
one consonant with a Daghesh Forte (nh 0 R). Five of the
Perfect sufformatives begin with n.

nna2 0 na2 2ms you cut

nna2 0 n12 2fs you cut
NN 0 N2 1cs | cut
onnia 0o anid 2mp you cut

1072 0 1072 2fp you cut

When a verbal root ending in 1 receives a Perfect
sufformative beginning with 1, the two identical consonants
become one consonant with Daghesh Forte (31 © 1). The
only sufformative that begins with 1 is the 1cp (). The
final 1 of a verbal root may also assimilate into suffirmatives
ending inn (N1 o N).

1210V SIRE hinlr7 1cp we dwell

nind 0 Rakqh 1cp we dwell
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Chapter 13e - Qal Perfect: Strong

stative verbs

Stative verbs are classified by their stem vowel. The stem
vowel is the vowel that is associated with the second root consonant.
In transitive strong verb paradigms, the stem vowel is

Pathach as in '71_3@, ﬁ?ggf and 727. With stative verbs, the

stem vowel is variable.

Pathach-Stative Tsere-Stative

Holem-Stative

'7'_(; to be great 722to be heavy TUE to be small

0277 to be wise

7?1 to be old

"/"D: to be able

Pathach- Tsere- Holem-

Stative Stative Stative
3ms | 272 722 TP
3fs | 17K 1725 1P
2ms | P73 DT DIOp
s | PY DT B
ls | P77} °P732 CRivp
3cp | 17K 172X 1P
2mp | DAYT} DRI DRUR
2p | WPT WIR IR
lcp | 773 11722 1P
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Chapter 13f - Qal Perfect: Strong

parsing

The parsing of Perfect verbs involves the identification
of the verbal stem, conjugation, person, gender, number
and verbal root. When parsing, give the appropriate
Information in the proper order as the following
examples illustrate (translation is not a required part
of parsing information).

’NI2T Qal Perfect 1cs 727 | remembered

NV Qal Perfect2fs MW you observed
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Chapter 13g - Qal Perfect: Strong
the negative particle X7

Perfect (and Imperfect) verbs are negated with the
particle N"?, usually translated “not.” It may also be

spelled Xi19. The negative particle is always placed
iImmediately before the verb.

NINIRTTNR RRY X7
You did not observe the laws.

MM23I8 17T
You did not remember the covenant.
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Chapter 13h - Qal Perfect: Strong
the particle 137

The word 13,7 (also as JiJ and -]i7) is commonly translated “behold.”
It can stand alone or take Type 1 pronominal suffixes.

1cs I0/°3m 1cp 10/
2ms 137 2mp amhiy
2fs BED 2fp

3ms Ehi 3mp abhyi

1. The particle 113:7 may be used to add emphasis.

TR 20773 Ay WRPINR OYIOR X7

And God saw aII that he had made, and
behold, (it was) very good (Gen 1:31).

2. The particle 11377 may be used to indicate the immediate presence of
someone or something.

Ry ’:m 130
And behold, I am W|th you (Gen 28:15).

3. The particle 11357 may be used to introduce a fact or situation upon
which a subsequent statement is based.

027P2 AYRY 137 PRIWTIDTOR PRINY RN
1‘77: m"w TR "7 ummz-wwx 53‘7

And Samuel said to all of Israel, “Behold, | have
listened to all that you have said to me and (therefore)
| have caused a king to reign over you” (1 Sam 12:1).
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