Chapter 7a - Hebrew Adjectives
Inflection (form)

Inflected Adjective

Masculine Feminine
Singular 3.“3 n;‘lU
Plural D’;“ﬂ ni2iv

Inflectional Endings

Masculine Feminine
Singular 0 B}
Plural el . b
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Chapter 7b - Hebrew Adjectives
the use of adjectives

1. Attributive Use. Directly modifies a noun and agrees
with that noun in gender, number and definiteness.

21V WX good man or a good man
2197 WORT  the good man

2. Predicative Use. Asserts something about the noun
and agrees with that noun in gender and number, but
not definiteness. A predicate adjective will never take
the definite article.

210 WX The man is good.

AWRI 7210 The woman is good.

3. Substantival Use. Adjectives may be used
independently as nouns with no noun for the adjective
to modify.

DJn:1  the wise man.

NIV the good women

Basics of Biblical Hebrew
© Gary D. Pratico and Miles V. Van Pelt



Chapter 7c - Hebrew Adjectives
the directional ending

In Hebrew, a special ending may be added to a
word in order to express the idea of motion toward
someone or something. This special ending is the

directional ending 71_(it is always unaccented).

N°2 house 0O 10?33 to the house

Y city [ 1V toward the city

DY heaven O [2°2W3  heavenward
XN Egypt O  I2)2¥R to Egypt

QW there [ nRY  to there

0° sea O M toward the sea
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Chapter 7d - Hebrew Adjectives
basic patterns of inflection

1. Inflection with No Change
ms mhle fs 1720
mp D°23Y fo N2

2. Inflection with Propretonic Reduction
ms 2973 fs 7172
mp 07173 fp NI2ITA

3. Inflection of Adjectives Ending in 1
ms WP fs WP
mp QWP fpo  NIWP

4. Inflection of Geminate Adjectives
ms mly) fs 1327
mp 0°20 fp Nan
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