Chapter 5a - Definite Article

In Hebrew, a noun is made definite

by prefixing the definite article which consists of 17 plus a
Daghesh Forte in the first consonant of the noun.

To0d = T2 +- 1

Definite Article

ol
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Chapter 5b - Definite Article
with begadkephat consonants

When adding the definite article to words
with an initial begadkephat consonant,
the Daghesh Lene is replaced by a Daghesh Forte.

Indefinite Noun Definite Noun

N’ ahouse [0 DN’ the house
)4 aroad L 37 the road
'ﬁﬂ% awarrior [ 71:18 the warrior

Basics of Biblical Hebrew
© Gary D. Pratico and Miles V. Van Pelt



Chapter 5c - Definite Article
with guttural consonants

Compensatory Lengthening
With initial X, T and Y, the guttural rejects the Dagesh
Forte and Pathach lengthens to Qamets.

W.’?j{ a man ] W’Na the man

Virtual Doubling
With initial 17 or 1, the guttural rejects the Daghesh Forte
but the Pathach does not lengthen to Qamets.

]7?"17 a palace [] b?"ﬂa the palace

Irregular Seghol
Before unnaccented ¥, i or [T (7 may also be accented), the definite article
appears with the Seghol vowel and without the Daghesh Forte.

D?U a wise man [ D?T:m the wise man
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Chapter 5d - Definite Article
with initial * and 2

Words that begin with * or 22 usually give up

the Daghesh Forte that is associated
with the definite article.

D"'f?" boys [ D"f?’a the boys
D’blﬁ_?ﬂ spies L] D’blﬁ_?ﬁa the spies
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Chapter 5e - Conjunction )
(and, but, also, even)

Before most consonants
the conjunction will appear as )

72V]  and aservant

:-N?N'l and a woman
ﬂwxcﬂ and the woman

W’?U and a man
W"N:ﬂ and the man

Basics of Biblical Hebrew
© Gary D. Pratico and Miles V. Van Pelt



Chapter 5f - Conjunction ]
other spellings

Before 2, 1 or B it is spelled with Shureq (%)
'|'7?J +] 0 '|‘7m and a king

Y12 +3) o0 Y791 andPharaoh

Before VVocal Shewa it is spelled with Shureq (%)

D990 +) o0 D907 andbooks

MM+ o NIV and Samuel

Before Hateph vowels it is spelled with
the corresponding short vowel

DWIR+) 0 DWIR] and men
nRaR + 1 O NRAXR]  and truth

Before monosyllabic words and words with initial accent
it is spelled with Qamets ()

WX+ 0 IRX] and sheep
Dﬂb + 1 O Dﬂ'?ﬁ and bread
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